Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
Department of Fisheries and Land Resources

Final Response
January 27, 2019
Dear Applicant:
Re:

Your request for access to information under Part II of the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 - FLR-153-2019

On November 27, 2019 the Department of Fisheries and Land Resources (FLR) received your
request for access to the following records:
“I am writing today as a concerned taxpayer who would like to know where the money
that was going to be used towards the Little Bay of Islands cat rescue efforts has gone. I
would like to know how much had been budgeted towards the trapping, vetting and
euthanasia of the cats, expenses such as the salary for all the staff who would have
needed to be involved, transportation for the cats to wherever they ended up, the cost of
specialized trapping equipment from Tomahawk such as traps, transfer cages and
divider Forks, and so on and so forth. Honourable Gerry Byrne responded to an email
that expressed concern for these animals before rescue organizations stepped in stating
"...our veterinarians had been working with a private practice veterinarian and team of
dedicated staff with the unique skills and experience in dealing with feral cats to develop
a plan to address this situation. The team was planning to travel to Little Bay Islands to
ensure the cats were safely trapped and assessed to determine suitability for adoption –
with those considered good candidates brought to animal shelters – or, if necessary,
humanely euthanized." IF they had to go through with their plan, how much money would
have been used to cover this? Rescue groups from our province and the province of
Nova Scotia have taken care of this matter saving the government money AND taking
better care of these animals than the government had originally planned. The funds that
were going to be used for this effort should rightfully be donated to the rescue groups
who have taken on these animals. Volunteering their time, resources, and taking on the
financial responsibility to get these cats vetted.”
Please be advised that after completing a full search the Deputy Minister for FLR confirms there
are no responsive records.
Please be advised that you may appeal this decision and ask the Information and Privacy
Commissioner to review the decision to provide partial access to the requested information, as
set out in section 42 of the Act (a copy of this section of the Act has been enclosed for your
reference). A request to the Commissioner must be made in writing within 15 business days of
the date of this letter or within a longer period that may be allowed by the Commissioner. Your
appeal should identify your concerns with the request and why you are submitting the appeal.
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-2The appeal may be addressed to the Information and Privacy Commissioner as follows:
Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
2 Canada Drive
P.O. Box 13004, Stn. A
St. John’s, NL. A1B 3V8
Telephone: (709) 729-6309
Toll-Free: 1-877-729-6309
Facsimile: (709) 729-6500
You may also appeal directly to the Supreme Court Trial Division within 15 business days after
you receive the decision of the public body, pursuant to section 52 of the Act (a copy of this section
of the Act has been enclosed for your reference).
Please be advised that this letter will be published following a 72 hour period after the response
is sent electronically to you or five business days in the case where records are mailed to you.
Please note that requests for personal information will not be posted online.
If you have any further questions, please contact me by telephone at 709-637-2354 or by email
at Lisaneville@gov.nl.ca .
Sincerely,

Lisa Neville
ATIPP Coordinator

Right of access
8. (1) A person who makes a request under section 11 has a right of access to a record in the
custody or under the control of a public body, including a record containing personal information
about the applicant.
(2) The right of access to a record does not extend to information excepted from
disclosure under this Act, but if it is reasonable to sever that information from the record, an
applicant has a right of access to the remainder of the record.
(3) The right of access to a record may be subject to the payment, under section 25 , of
the costs of reproduction, shipping and locating a record.
Access or correction complaint
42. (1) A person who makes a request under this Act for access to a record or for correction of
personal information may file a complaint with the commissioner respecting a decision, act or
failure to act of the head of the public body that relates to the request.
(2) A complaint under subsection (1) shall be filed in writing not later than 15 business days
(a) after the applicant is notified of the decision of the head of the public body, or the date
of the act or failure to act; or
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under subsection 16 (2).
(3) A third party informed under section 19 of a decision of the head of a public body to
grant access to a record or part of a record in response to a request may file a complaint with the
commissioner respecting that decision.
(4) A complaint under subsection (3) shall be filed in writing not later than 15 business days
after the third party is informed of the decision of the head of the public body.
(5) The commissioner may allow a longer time period for the filing of a complaint under this
section.
(6) A person or third party who has appealed directly to the Trial Division under subsection
52 (1) or 53 (1) shall not file a complaint with the commissioner.
(7) The commissioner shall refuse to investigate a complaint where an appeal has been
commenced in the Trial Division.
(8) A complaint shall not be filed under this section with respect to
(a) a request that is disregarded under section 21 ;
(b) a decision respecting an extension of time under section 23 ;
(c) a variation of a procedure under section 24 ; or
(d) an estimate of costs or a decision not to waive a cost under section 26 .
(9) The commissioner shall provide a copy of the complaint to the head of the public body
concerned.
Direct appeal to Trial Division by an applicant
52. (1) Where an applicant has made a request to a public body for access to a record or
correction of personal information and has not filed a complaint with the commissioner under
section 42 , the applicant may appeal the decision, act or failure to act of the head of the public
body that relates to the request directly to the Trial Division.
(2) An appeal shall be commenced under subsection (1) not later than 15 business days
(a) after the applicant is notified of the decision of the head of the public body, or the date
of the act or failure to act; or
(b) after the date the head of the public body is considered to have refused the request
under subsection 16 (2).
(3) Where an applicant has filed a complaint with the commissioner under section 42 and
the commissioner has refused to investigate the complaint, the applicant may commence an
appeal in the Trial Division of the decision, act or failure to act of the head of the public body that
relates to the request for access to a record or for correction of personal information.
(4) An appeal shall be commenced under subsection (3) not later than 15 business days
after the applicant is notified of the commissioner’s refusal under subsection 45 (2).
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