El-Gohary, Sonja
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Parsons, Andrew
Tuesday, October 8, 2019 4:02 PM
Kieley, Nicole; Mercer, Jennifer; Stewart, Rhonda; Wright, Kendra; Nesbitt, Megan;
MacDonald Newhook, Chantelle; Blundon, Chad
Fwd: Letter to Minister Gambin-Walsh re Massage Parlours
Service NL Minister - Massage Parlour regs request Oct 8 2019.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Janet Adams <jadams@stjohns.ca>
Date: October 8, 2019 at 3:19:56 PM NDT
To: "Pitcher, Madonna" <MadonnaPitcher@gov.nl.ca>
Cc: "andrewparsons@gov.nl.ca" <andrewparsons@gov.nl.ca>, Joe Boland <joeboland@rnc.gov.nl.ca>,
Paula Lanphear <PaulaLanphear@rnc.gov.nl.ca>, CouncilGroup <councilgroup@stjohns.ca>,
"carolannehaley@gov.nl.ca" <carolannehaley@gov.nl.ca>, "Cheryl L. Mullett" <cmullett@stjohns.ca>
Subject: Letter to Minister Gambin‐Walsh re Massage Parlours

Please see attached letter from Mayor Danny Breen re Massage Parlours. Could you please
confirm receipt.

Regards,
Janet Adams
Executive Assistant
Disclaimer: This email may contain confidential and/or privileged information intended only for
the individual(s) addressed in the message. If you are not the intended recipient, any other
distribution, copying, or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error,
please notify me immediately by return email and delete the original message.
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October 8, 2019

Honourable Sherry Gambin-Walsh
Minister, Service NL
Confederation Building
PO Box 8700
St. John’s, NL A1B 4J6
Dear Madam Minister:
Re: Regulations for Operation of Relaxation Massage Parlours
In response to many complaints from residents, in 2015 the City of St. John’s placed a moratorium on
acceptance of new applications for massage parlours in the City of St. John’s. This moratorium was
intended to be a temporary measure while the City developed new zoning regulations around the
location of these types of operations. New zoning regulations have now been approved by Council and
notice has been given by Council that the new regulations will be enacted as soon as possible. Upon the
enactment of the amendments to the Development Regulations the moratorium will be lifted. We
anticipate that this will occur in approximately three months.
The City’s powers in terms of regulating businesses are both restricted by, and set out in, the City of St.
John’s Act and the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000. The City can regulate zoning, it can regulate
the size and scale of structures, and it can regulate with respect to the construction and maintenance of
physical structures. For example, in addition to the Development Regulations it has by-laws which
address both commercial and residential property maintenance standards and it has adopted the National
Building Code, the Life Safety Code and the National Fire Code.
However, the City cannot regulate employment standards, professional standards or educational
standards for persons working in the City (other than for its own employees). Furthermore, the City has
no jurisdiction with respect to public health or safety (other than as it relates to building standards).
In the time since the moratorium was first introduced, RNC Chief Joe Boland and I have had several
discussions and meetings with community and Government representatives including Minister for the
Status of Women, Carol Ann Haley. It is our goal to ensure that once the moratorium is lifted, that the
Government will have new regulations in place on the operations of these types of businesses to ensure
that employees have access to safe and reasonable working conditions.
We believe the Province can license massage parlours, as it currently licenses businesses such as food
service establishments, vehicle inspection centres and lounges. The Province has legislative authority
over public health, occupational health and safety, and labour standards.
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It is our request that after broad consultation with the community, that the government enact regulations
on the operations of massage parlours in the City of St. John’s and throughout the Province of
Newfoundland & Labrador.
Sincerely,

Danny Breen
Mayor
cc:

Honourable Andrew Parsons, Minister of Justice and Public Safety
Honourable Carol Anne Haley, Minister for the Status of Women
Chief Joe Boland, Royal Newfoundland Constabulary
Members of St. John’s City Council

