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Issue: To inform on options available to allow for procurement support for social enterprises.
Background and Current Status:
• On February 28, 2019, representatives from Choices for Youth (CFY) met with various
departments to provide an overview of work they are doing under Phase I of the Federal
Government’s Social Innovation project. CFY noted that this Phase is set to conclude in
January, 2020, and they are now seeking Provincial Government support for Phase II
components. One area specifically noted relates to procurement support to allow for
sustained activity, and therefore sustainability, of CFY’s social enterprise programming.
•

The Public Procurement Framework (Act, Regulations and Policy) provides the statutory and
policy framework for the procurement of commodities and applies to approximately
500 public bodies.

•

Section 5 of the Public Procurement Regulations requires an open call for bids for, among
other things: goods with an estimated value of $10,000 or greater; services estimated at
$50,000 or greater; and public works estimated at $100,000 or greater. Where the estimated
value is less than these thresholds, a public body may issue a limited call for bids by either:
(1) obtaining quotations from at least three suppliers, or (2) determining a fair and
reasonable price for the commodity based on market conditions.

Analysis:
• The increased thresholds in the new Public Procurement Act and Regulations provides
greater opportunities for public bodies to source goods and services from local suppliers,
including social enterprise organizations.
•

The legislation also covers a number of professional services that were excluded from the
previous legislation, thereby providing opportunities for local suppliers and social enterprise
organizations to now compete for these opportunities.

•

While public bodies are required to issue an open call for bids above these thresholds, when
issuing an open call, public bodies can notify relevant social enterprise organizations to
ensure they are aware of the opportunity to submit a bid.

•

In addition, when the Public Procurement Agency’s Electronic Notification System is
operational early next year, social enterprise organizations will be able to register for the
types of opportunities in which they are interested and will receive an automatic notification
when such opportunities are posted.

Action Being Taken:
• PPA will continue to inform and remind public bodies of the flexibility they have to support
local suppliers as they procure commodities.
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